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0A New Season of Hope 0

By Phil Schmidt, Senior Pastor

PG

We just finished a wonderful season of Christmas. | hope that all of us were richly and greatly n
blessed as we remembered that miracle of the incarnation!! Now we start a year with the start StePhen Ministry

of new hopeandexcitementfor thefuture. Ournext five year planis verychallenging but |
feel that theHoly Spirit hasguided us to and iguiding us to be a Great Church!

This strategic five year plan involves:
Worship Attendance: Our goal is to be worshippirg0in 5 five years

Small Groups: Our goal is to hav@5% of thefilife bloodd of this churchactive in Womends Ministry
small groups. & Mend&s Groups
Service Our goal is to have half of our churahbtive in service ministriesof the
Church. 4  Birthdays & Anniversaries,
On the surface, these goals seem to be good and noble, but | believe these goals to be importar‘?‘thm'm_s’ Wednesday
to who we are and who God wants us to be. These goals are desigrpdrtd all aspects of Night Kids Group/HELP
our ministry . | also believe that the goals widled off of each other | believe as ousmall
groups will open new doorgo our church tdeedourworship attendance Increase in wor- 5 Calendar
ship attendance wifeedthe small groupsandencourage service Service ministries will
reach outto draw people in and inspire us. All of these ministriesdvdw us deeper in our
own faithé 6 Contact Info
So, what are the steps we need to take in order reach these goals? Here six steps we need to
take:
Great church: We need to work at being the church tBatd has called us to be We
should strive foexcellence in worshiploving God, andothers andreaching the world. oo

Internal advertising: Things we can improven site We need timprove signage We
are in agreat location, with great visibility , but we arenot saying anything We need
to let the world knowhow loving we are

External advertising: The way we bring our church into the communi8ome will be
paid advertising butwe, thepeople are thebest advertising We know thechurch and
Love it!!

Small groups Not only do small groups help gsow our faith, but theymultiply the
number of doors into the church Many people, who would not want to come to

Stewardship Nugget

3 Youth & Young Adults
Christian Education

Have an article or letter to share with
the family? Submit news and articles
via email toann@nbumcfamily.com
by 3 pm on the 20tlof the month for
consideration. Submitted photos or
art need to be at high/fine resolution
for best reproduction. Hand written

church would come to a nei h b A« SLfbmissionscanbeleftintheadmin-
' g oros Srnalist a 6s mail box
Service If we aredoing the work that weslaim is important, we will be known as eeal vided at the information center
andauthenticchurch. Peopl e archeckoar ea Icihkuelcyh tid At 1 s [( nown as
trustworthy .
Prayer: If we do all of the things above, bogglect prayer, we will always fail. Never i
forget, my friends, that this is His Church!! He is the One that will draw people to us W NOl [ h
to come to know Jesus. branch
L trulv h i i itamin- = united
y hope that as you read this, you hopeful about theuture of thischurch and itsmin )
istry! | hope that you understand th@od is goodandHe is working in this place Please, e methodist
let usallow Godto make us the people thde is calling us to beso we can be theREAT , - ChU rCh

church He wants us to be
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By: Jackie Larson, Stephen Leader
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Paul was explaining to some religious

m we | |

vV €

wants our church to move. | am excited
to think about what God can do with our
cooperation. We have a vision in place

Greeks about the words to an Unknown and all we need do is flesh it out and fol-

God they had inscribed on an altar.
Youdl | have to
enjoy all that Paul had to say to them. |
am headed in a different direction in this
article.

In God we live and move and haveur

r e a cble will do. And He will doit. i Un |

low it to see what the God of the impossi-
B
the Lord builds the house, those who
build it labor in »
It requires commitment from each of us.

We will be hearing more about this as

a rlooking to God for guidance in how He no discoverable riches, but much weak-

ness, small faith and difficulty; if, on the

contrary, we only keep complaining to
God that everything
hinder God from letting our fellowship

grow. o

Ainod to

I candt say

faith but faith in a great God. This churth 1

building has been here for many years
and will be here long after we all are not.
We owe it to the past to keep moving

being. Those words express our depend those already committed to it will move forward and we owe it to the future to do

ence on God, our very existence.

It is the vision forward.

Opportunities are

what we can. So let all of us get on board

where our power to move comes from. there for us in spiritual growth, service, and sail this ship into the future and not
We have to move from where we are to and worship.

where we are called to be.

| am so excited about North Branch
UMC! | sat in on the recent Ad Council

I n his book ALife
Bonhoef fer of fers t
not give thanks daily for the Christian

settle for little but work to build on what
we have. Let the blessings come.

ch
Intheendi Not t o wus,
but to your name give glory, for the

meeting and got even more excited. We fellowship in which we have been placed, sake of your steadfast love and your

are fortunate to have concerned leaderseven where there is no great experiencef ai t hf ul ness.
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By Ruth M. Blum

Go

"l have avoided the ways of the violent.
My steps have held fast to your paths; my
feet have not slipped. | call upon you, for
you will answer me, O God; incline your
ear to me, hear my words. Wondrously
show your steadfast love, O savior of
those who seek refuge from their adver-
saries at your right hand." (Psalm 17+4b
7, NRSV)

Christian stewardship includes caring for
one another. We are all children of God.
As faithful disciples, we are called by
God to offer one another compassion and
mercy. The Psalmist writes this prayer,
asking for deliverance from threatening
enemies. The phrase "at your right hand"
refers to the position of being next to God
for protection and survival.

Share the following story with the chil-
dren:

Once there were three boys: Max, Stan,
and Tom. Max and Stan did not really
like each other. Max was tall and muscu-
lar. Stan was thin and short. Each school
year, they were classmates. Max did not
like many of his classmates. In fact, he

2

d at

seemed to be angry with everyone. Stan
was shy and did not make friends very
easily. During their summer vacation

from school, Stan was relieved to be away
from Max. Stan had seen Max blow up at
his one friend, Tom. Max always looked
like he was ready to punch someone. Tom
and Stan were afraid of Max because of
Max's flaring temper. When Max would
walk down the hall, Tom and Stan would
turn and walk the other way. They were
very good at avoiding Max.

Then, it happened. It was after school on
a Friday evening. Max had stayed for
detention. Stan and Tom stayed after
school to complete a project. Most of the
interior doors were locked at the school,
and some of the hallways were gated and
closed. As Max departed the detention
room, he was mumbling under his breath.
His eyes were looking mean. He was
looking for a fight. He walked by the

room where Tom and Stan were working
on their project. Tom had been the brunt
of Max's temper before, so he looked
quickly for an escape route. However, this
time he could not walk the other way. The

0
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tension was thick. Fear abounded as Max
stood face to face with Tom and Stan.
Would it be a stand off? Would Max take
his anger out on Tom and Stan?

Ask the children to reflect on the Scrip-
ture passage and then invite them to write
an ending to the story or to draw a picture
depicting the ending of the story.

Prayer

Lord, Help us to look to you in times of
fear. Help us to pray for others instead of
ourselves. Help us to be good listeners
and to allow you to take the action needed
in our daily life. Amen.

Discussion Questions

Y How could Max make better choices?

 How could Stan and Tom make a
difference?

With whom do you most closely identify
0 Max, Stan, or Tom? Why?

Copyright © 2005 The General Board of Disciple-
ship of The United Methodist Church. Used with
permission.
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Youth christian education

www.nbumcyouth.blogspot.com
Joe NyquistYYouth & Young Adult Minister

for people of all ages . . .
CHI LDRENOGS ED

YOUT NURSERY
Sundays:9:30 & 11am services SUNDAY SCHOOL*
C I_l U RC . Wednesdays6:30p to 8:00p 9:30 am every SundgpeptMay)

Nursery is a weekly opportunity for children 1 Coordinator: Amy Sevigny

_ ages 0 thru 3 if not potty trainedjo be 952.657-6833
Happy New Year! Something almost cared for while parents participate in weekly
everyone does this time of year is think | services, and classes WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAM
about what they would like to see happenh 9§ Coordinator: Bobbie Bazey Wednesday night children's programming 6:30
differently in their life. | think this is a 320-358-3299 pm for prek thru 5th grade. Nursery Provided:
great thing to do! God loves when we 6:30-8p (Sept thru May)
evaluate our lives to see if we are living CHI LDRENGS MI NI STlq coordinator: Anne Ward
the best way possible because that give$  Coordinator: Sarah Scarborough 651-674-4949
Him a chance to change our hearts to be 651-674-7905

more like His. With this in mind, we are
kicking off a brand new message series | YACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
called "Brand New: The DNA of a Fresh| Y Coordinator:
Start." The goal of this message series is
to look at the DNA or the parts woven

into someone when God makes them intp
the Brand New creation described in 2 ADULT ED
Corinthians 5:17. This is going to be a
great message series!
Y ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL WOMENG&S MI NI STRY
When: Sun., 9:30 am (SeptMay) mondays,-8p
Wh(_ere: Fireside Room 1 Beth Moore Study -
Facilitator: Dan Johnson Contact Cathy Carchedi at
651-2486897
Y MON.NIGHT ADULT STU DY
GROUP thursdays, 10anoon
When: Mon., 7pm I Thursday Morning Study - Study-
AVANIAA Where: Fireside room ing |, . 0Thessal oni ar
Facilitator: Bob Lundeen Contact: Jackie Larson 62B7-0115

 ALPHA CLASS

Contact Pastor Phil for more information @ ; :
ALi ke" wus on a 65¢-674-4080! face- mc
book.com/NBUMCyouth women’s ministry

Iggglemr?g?Eﬂzttii,ogn\ggfs T NEW MEMBER CLASS ) . Womends Ministry Cool
online community for students | €ontact Pastor Phil for more information @
in our youth ministry! 651-6744090 Womends Ministry Mee’

—h

Chick-Flick Movie Nights:

For Your Heart i Friday January 13ttii T h e

' He | (@dra show)
| don't know_about . MENGS MI NI STRY i Friday, January 20ti 1 3 Go i n
you, but Christmas is wednesdays, 6 am o n ~ &chéduled show)

always one of my fa-

vorite times of year! | 1 DENNY r@akfast)

CraZzy Crafters is changing . . .

love the songs, the fridays, 8:30 am Going to quarterly ALL DAY (929p)
feelings, the people, { OAKINN (breakfast) CRAFTING days. So mark your calen-
the ideas everything! When it's over, it's| saturdays, 6:30 am dars NOW:

easy to feel like it never happened, but  CHURCH (breakfast, downstairs) 1 Saturday, February 11th
never forget the incredible journey that BookSt udy: AHow to Be  Saturday, May 12th

God made for your heart! He loves you The BRlcade ase the alley door  Saturday, August 11th

more than you could possibly describe! I Saturday, November 10th
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12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23
24,
25

26.
27.
28

29.

30.
31.

If you don't have your birthday or anni-
versary
of fice

email, phone call or one of the welcome

January Birthdays

Denise Ellingworth

Bobbie Bazey, Kevin Fluegel
Brenda Liebelt

Nikki Stein
Caleb Larsen

Ben Prager
Julianne Olsen
Donna Hubbard,
Chandra Tollberg
Renee Mussetter

Jan Christy
Emily Ward

Gary Johnson

Gary Cottrell, Jewell Peterson
Bob Olsen

Jane Erickson, Ruby Brown
Anita Larsen, Austin Shinler

Mindy Lattimore
Noah Pick
Sydney Stein

Dwight Johnson
Joanne Noot
Sarah Thielen
John Rindahl

January Anniversaries

Ernie & Bobbie Bazey,
Dave & Terryl Arola

|l i sted
know so we

cards on Sunday mornings.

shut-ins

Ourel ders candt get

NEEDED:

they used to. They sure would like to hear We have an immediate need for help with

from you. A card or better yet, a visit!

Visit |
theHomeb

ound

Charles Anderson 651-6746127
4986 379th St

North Branch, MN 55056

Gayle Bullis 1-505-294-8572
PO Box 116

North Branch, MN 55056

Alene Cramblit

The Villages

5379 383rd St. #183
North Branch, MN 55056

Jerda Klund 6512773892

The Village®vild River)
5379 383 Street #192
North Branch, MN 55056

Harold Nelson 651-674-4532
62467 375" Street North

Branch, MN 55056

Lorraine Olson 651-277-3929

The Villages(Asst Living)
5379i 383" Street #209
North Branch, MN 55056

Kathy Schmaltz 651-674-4638
The Villages(Sommer Haus)

53791 383 Street- #304

North Branch, MN 55056

If you know of others and their location,

Pl e a pleage.contact the chulcle officeltaushace
C that informatione c t

thi sé vi

Wednesday Night Kids' Club. Due to
scheduling conflicts, two teachers will be
unavailable to help after the New Year.
We have already been operating with a
skeletal staffing situation. Last year we
had 9 volunteers: we were welbvered

with 6 teachers, a pianist, and 2 volun-
teers to cover crafts and games. This fall
we started with 7 volunteers: we have had
4 teachers, a pianist, and a games leader.
Beginning January 1, we're losing two
teachers. With the loss of 2 of these
teachers, the need for additional help is
great. | need to have at least 3 more
volunteers by January in order to effec-
tively serve the kids.

Besides the obvious purpose of making
this need known to you, | would like to
encourage some of you who have a heart
for Jesus and a love for children to use
this as an opportunity to serve Him. | also
would like to clarify what volunteering as
a teacher would entail. Due to the ex-
tended school hours in this district, we
have tried to use this time in a manner
that would keep "things moving." Our
schedule begins with a rousing time of
singing followed by a large, group Bible
story time. The children then break into
small groups with their teachers for about
10 minutes of time together. Following
small group time, half of the groups go to
games and the other half go to crafts.
These groups switch places afterZ®
minutes. We all get together to end

the evening with a snack. The bulk of the
responsibilities of each teacher is to ac-
company their group from one activity to
the next. | felt that this information would
be helpful to those who might feel that
being a teacher would entail too much
responsibility or require some specialized
skill set.

If you have questions or would be open to
serving Jesus in this way, please contact
Anne Ward at (6515744949 or kids-
night@nbumcfamily.com
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PLEASE NOTE:
This is not a complete listing of outside groups that use
our church building during the month. You must
ALWAYS check with the office for your needs.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 New Years Day |2 3 4 5 6 7
Worship Services 6a Menods
8, 9:30, 11 am Church Offices | 6p Choir Practice |Denny 6 s 10a Wome|8: 30a Men6: 30a Mer
Closed 7p Praise Team | 5-7p Dinner at the | ble Study - Oak Inn fast
7p Study Group | Practice Driscoll & 10a AA
7p TOPS 6:30pWed Nite 7p FINANCE
7:30p AA Kids 7p AA & Al-Anon
6:30 Youth
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Worship Services
8,9:30, 11 am 7p Stephen Minis-| 6p Choir Practice [6 a Mends [10a Womel8: 30a Men6: 30a Mer
9:30a Sunday try /Study Group [7 p Women{Dennyos ble Study - Oak Inn fast
School 7p TOPS istry Meeting 5-7p Dinner at the | 7p AA & Al-Anon | 10a AA
6: 30p ATH7:30pAA Praise Team Prac{Dr i s c ol | 6 1-7p Red Cross | 7p ChickFlick
eryo & Cgd tice 6:30pWed Nite Blood Drive Night at the
tion Kids Greeneds
6:30 Youth 7p SPRC Hel po
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Worship Services 3p February
8, 9:30, 11 am 6p TRUSTEES 6p Choir Practice [6a Menés [10a Wo me Newsletter 6: 30a Men
9:30a Sunday MTG 7p Praise Team |[Dennyds ble Study . fast
School 7p Study Group | Practice 5-7p Dinner at the | 7p AA & Al-Anon Deadline
6: 30p ATH7pTOPS Driscoll &
eryo & Cd7:30pAA 6:30pWed Nite 8:30a Men
tion Kids -OakInn
6:30 Youth 10a AA
7p ChickFlick
Night at the
Greeneds
on 300
22 Worship 23 24 25 26 27 28
Worship Services
8,9:30, 11 am 7p Stephen Minis- | 6p Choir Practice |62 Menods [10a Wome(f8: 30a Men6:30a Men
9:30a Sunday try / Study Group 7p Ad Council Dennyds ble Study - Oak Inn fast
School 7p TOPS 7 ; 5-7p Dinner at the | 7p AA & Al-Anon | 10a AA
. o ' p Praise Team . N
6: 30p ATH7:30pAA Practice Driscol |l §
eryo & Cgd 6:30pWed Nite
tion Kids
6:30 Youth
29 30 31
Worship Services
8, 9:30, 11 am 7p Study Group | 6p Choir Practice | February1 February 2 February 3 | February 4 |
9:30a Sunday 7p TOPS 7p Praise Team 6 a Merjos Gl10a Women{8: 30a Men@6: 30a Mend
School 7:30p AA Practice Dennyos Study Oak Inn fast
~ 5-7p Dinner at the 7p AA & AtAnon 10a AA
6:30p ATH Driscoll és
eryo & Cd 6:30pWed Nite Kids
tion 8-10:30p Youth




